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ALSACE

Alsace is the fourth-smallest of the 26 regions of France in land area, and the smallest in
metropolitan France. Alsace is located on France's eastern border and on the west bank of the
upper Rhine adjacent to Germany and Switzerland. The political, economic and cultural capital
as well as largest city of Alsace is Strasbourg. Due to that city being the seat of dozens of
international organizations and bodies, Alsace is politically one of the most important regions in
the European Union.

The name "Alsace" derives from the Germanic Ell-sass, meaning "Seated on the IIlI", a river in
Alsace. Although Alsace is historically a German dialect speaking region, today most Alsatians
speak French, the official language of the country they have been a part of for most of the past
three centuries. However, about 39% of the local adult population, but probably less than 10% of
the children, are still fluent in the Alsatian language.

Alsace has an area of 8,283 km?2, making it the smallest région of metropolitan France. It is
almost four times longer than it is wide, corresponding to a plain between the Rhine in the east
and the Vosges mountains in the west.

It includes the départements of Haut-Rhin and Bas-Rhin (known previously as Sundgau and
Nordgau). It borders Germany on the north and the east, Switzerland and Franche-Comté on
the south, and Lorraine on the west.

Several valleys are also found in the région. Its highest point is the Grand Ballon in Haut-Rhin,
which reaches a height of 1426 m.
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Maginot Line fortification. It is located in the Hunspach
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Germany. At the east end of the Alsace portion of the
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Wasenbourg, located 400 metres in height on the northwest

bf Reisberg, is a ruined castle in the North Vosges.
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op of Strasbourg.
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h an honor was placed on an entire city centre.

www.eureka-reservation.com




HIESET?VHTTEIN

Your trave| guide

Swiss ar
French M

Colmar
Schonga

town, it
among W

Mulhouse is a city and commune in eastern France, close to the
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Alsace University.
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Haguenau is a commune in the Bas-Rhin department, of which it
is a sub-prefecture. It is second in size only to Strasbourg, some
30 km (19 mi) to the south. To the north of the town, the Forét de

u is the largest undivided forest in the country.

is located in central Alsace, 22 km (14 mi) north of
and 47 km (29 mi) south of Strasbourg, on the left bank
River. Sélestat is near the Alsace wine route, and other
sites such as the Chateau du Haut-Keoenigsbourg. The city
f the richest and most varied in terms of architecture
he smaller cities of Alsace. Most remarkable are the
que church Sainte-Foy and the gothic St. George's
the baroque clock tower (1618) and the neo-medizeval
Ner.

situated at the foot of the Vosges mountains, at the
the valley of the Thur River. The Thur runs through the
the town. Thann is 43 km from Colmar and 21 km from
e. Despite sustaining heavy damage in World War I and
Var II, Thann contains several old buildings and
nts of significance.

is an important center of wine and beer production as
a touristic destinationThe historical wine of the city is
he Vin du Pistolet in reference to a local legend.
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TO DO

A drive or bike where the Vosges mountains meet the Rhine valley is a highlight of a
visit to Alsace.

Christmas markets in Kaysersberg, Strasbourg, Mulhouse and Colmar.

INFORMATION
Tourism Office of Alsace

Comité Régional du Tourisme d'Alsace
20A, rue Berthe Molly
BP 50247

68005 Colmar cedex
France

Phone : +33 (0)3 89 24 73 50
Fax : +33 (0)3 89 24 73 51
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