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MONTREAL

Montreal is the largest city in the Canadian province of
Quebec and the second-largest city in Canada.
Montreal was the largest city in Canada up until 1976
when it was surpassed in size by Toronto. Originally
called Ville-Marie, the city takes its present name from
Mount Royal, the three-headed hill at the heart of the
city, whose name was also initially given to the island
on which the city is located.

Montreal is located in the southwest of the province of
Quebec, approximately 275 kilometres (168 miles)
southwest of Quebec City, the provincial capital, and
167 kilometres (104 mi) east of Ottawa, the federal
capital. The city is located on the central and eastern
portions of the Island of Montreal at the confluence of
the Saint Lawrence and Ottawa Rivers. The port of
Montreal lies at one end of the Saint Lawrence Seaway,
which is the river gateway that stretches from the Great
Lakes into the Atlantic Ocean. Montreal is defined by its
location in between the St. Lawrence river on its south,
and by the Riviére des Prairies on its north. The city
is named after the most prominent geographical feature
on the island, a three-head hill called Mount Royal,
topped at 232 m above sea level.
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La Tour de la Bourse (Stock Exchange Tower) is Montreal's
third-tallest building, an International Style skyscraper by Luigi
Moretti and Pier Luigi Nervi, built in 1964. It is located at 800
Victoria| Square and is connected by the underground city to
Square-Victoria Metro Station. The tower itself is considered by
many to|be a masterpiece of the International style of skyscraper
design. Its facade, fully renovated in 1995, features a bronze-
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the Kondiaronk Belvedere, a semicircular plaza with a
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Saint Joseph's Oratory of Mount Royal is a Roman Catholic basilica on the northern
slope of Mount Royal in Montreal. In 1904, André Bessette began the construction of a
small chapel on the side of the mountain near Notre Dame College. Soon the growing
number of visitors made it too small. Even though it was enlarged, a larger church was
needed and in 1917 one was completed - it is called the Crypt, and has a seating capacity
of 1,000. In 1924, the construction of the basilica was inaugurated. The Oratory's dome is
the third-largest of its kind in the world after the Basilica of Our Lady of Peace of
Yamoussoukro and Saint Peter's Basilica in Rome, and the church is the largest in
Canada.

EVENTS

 Montreal International Jazz Festival
+ Montreal Francofolies
« Just for Laughs comedy festival

INFORMATION

Tourism Office of Montreal

Ministery of Tourism (Quebec)
900 René-Lévesque Est
Bureau 400

Quebec Qc

G1R 2B5

Telephone : (+1) 418 643-5959
Toll free : 1 800 482-2433 (from Canada and United States)
Fax: (+1) 418 646-8723
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