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The Giza Necropolis stands on the Giza Plateau, on the outskirts of Cairo, Egypt. This 
complex of ancient monuments includes the three pyramids known as the Great 
Pyramids, along with the massive sculpture known as the Great Sphinx. It is located some 

8 km (5 mi) inland into the desert from the old town of Giza on the Nile, some 25 km (15 
mi) southwest of Cairo city centre. One of the monuments, the Great Pyramid of Giza, is 

the only remaining monument of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World. 

  

The Great Pyramid of Giza (also called the Khufu's Pyramid, 
Pyramid of Khufu, and Pyramid of Cheops) is the oldest and 
largest of the three pyramids in the Giza Necropolis bordering 

what is now Cairo, Egypt, and is the only remaining member of 
the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World. It is believed the 

pyramid was built as a tomb for Fourth dynasty Egyptian King 
Khufu (Cheops in Greek) and constructed over a 20 year period 
concluding around 2560 BC. The Great Pyramid was the tallest 

man-made structure in the world for over 3,800 years. Originally the Great Pyramid was 
covered by casing stones that formed a smooth outer surface, and what is seen today is 

the underlying core structure. Some of the casing stones that once covered the structure 
can still be seen around the base. There have been varying scientific and alternative 
theories regarding the Great Pyramid's construction techniques. Most accepted 

construction theories are based on the idea that it was built by moving huge stones from 
a quarry and dragging and lifting them into place. 

GIZA 

Giza or Gizah (Arabic: ةزيجلا , transliterated el-Gīzah) is a 

town in Egypt on the west bank of the Nile river, some 20 
km southwest of central Cairo and now part of the greater 

Cairo metropolis. It is the capital of the Giza Governorate, 
and is located near the northeast border of this governorate 
in coordinates. It is located right on the banks of the River 

Nile. The city's population was 2,681,863 in the 2006 national 
census, while the governate had 6,272,571 at the same 

census. Its large population makes it the second largest 
suburb in the world, tied with Incheon, Korea and Quezon 
City, Philippines, second only to Yokohama, Japan. 

Giza is most famous as the location of the Giza Plateau: the 
site of some of the most impressive ancient monuments in 

the world, including a complex of ancient Egyptian royal 
mortuary and sacred structures, including the Great Sphinx, 
the Great Pyramid of Giza, and a number of other large 

pyramids and temples. 

The Great Pyramid of Giza at one time was advocated (1884) 

as the location for the Prime Meridian, a reference point used 
for determining a base longitude. 
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There are three known chambers inside the Great Pyramid. The lowest chamber is cut into 
the bedrock upon which the pyramid was built and was unfinished. The so-called Queen's 

Chamber and King's Chamber are higher up within the pyramid structure. The Great 
Pyramid of Giza is the main part of a complex setting of buildings that included two 

mortuary temples in honor of Khufu (one close to the pyramid and one near the Nile), 
three smaller pyramids for Khufu's wives, an even smaller "satellite" pyramid, a raised 

causeway connecting the two temples, and small mastaba tombs surrounding the pyramid 
for nobles. 

  

The Pyramid of Khafre is the second largest of the Ancient 
Egyptian Pyramids of Giza and the tomb of the fourth-dynasty 

pharaoh Khafre (Chephren). 

The Pyramid of Khafre has a base length of 215.25 m (706 ft) and 

originally rises to a height of 143.5 m (471 ft). The Khafre's 
Pyramid is made of Limestone blocks (weighing more than 2 tons 
each). The slope of the pyramid rises at an 53° 10' angle, steeper 

than its neighbor Khufu’s pyramid which has an angle of 
51°50'40". The pyramid sits on bedrock 10 m (33 ft) higher than Khufu’s pyramid which 

makes it appear to be taller. 

The pyramid was likely opened and robbed during the First Intermediate Period. During 

the 18th dynasty the overseer of temple construction robbed casing stone from it to build 
a temple in Heliopolis on Rameses II’s orders. Arab historian Ibn Abd as-Salaam recorded 
that the pyramid was opened in 1372. It was first explored in modern time by Giovanni 

Belzoni on March 2, 1818 and the first complete exploration was conducted by John 
Perring in 1837. 

  

The Pyramid of Menkaure, located on the Giza Plateau on the 

southwestern outskirts of Cairo, Egypt, is the smallest of the three 
Pyramids of Giza. It was built to serve as the tomb of the fourth 
dynasty Egyptian Pharaoh Menkaure. 

Menkaure's Pyramid had an original height of 65.5 meters (218 
feet). It now stands at 61 m (204 ft) tall with a base of 106 m 

(356.5 ft). Its angle of incline is approximately 51°20′25″. It was 
constructed of limestone and granite. The first sixteen courses of 

the exterior were made of granite. The upper portion was cased in the normal manner 

with Tura limestone. Part of the granite was left in the rough. Incomplete projects like this 
helps archeologists understand the methods used to build pyramids and temples. South of 

the pyramid of Menkaure were 3 satelite pyramids none of which appear to have been 
completed. The largest was made partly in granite like the main pyramid. Neither of the 
other two progressed beyond the construction of the inner core. 

  

The Great Sphinx of Giza is a statue of a reclining lion with a 

human head that stands on the Giza Plateau on the west bank of 
the Nile, near modern-day Cairo, in Egypt. It is the largest 

monolith statue in the world, standing 73.5 m (241 ft) long, 6 m 
(20 ft) wide, and 20 m (65 ft) high. It is the oldest known 
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monumental sculpture, and is commonly believed to have been built by ancient Egyptians 
in the third millennium BC. 

  

INFORMATION 

Tourism Office of Giza 

CANADA 
Egyptian Tourist Office 
c/o Egyptian Consulate 

3754 Cote des Neiges 
H3H 7V6 Montreal, Quebec 

telephone / phone : (514) 937-7781/2 

  

UNITED KINGDOM 
Egyptian Tourist Office 
c/o Egyptian Consulate 

2 Lowndes Street 
SW1 London 

telephone / phone : (171) 235-9777 

  

UNITED STATES 
Egyptian Tourist Office 
Consulate General of Egypt – New York 

1110 Second Avenue 
10022 New York, NY 

telephone / phone : (212) 759-7120 

 

 


