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Galway (Irish: Gaillimh) is the fastest growing and the
third largest city in the Republic of Ireland and the only city
in the province of Connacht in Ireland. The city is located on
the west coast of Ireland. In Irish, Galway is also called
Cathair na Gaillimhe: "City of Galway".

The city takes its name from the Gaillimh river (River
Corrib) that formed the western boundary of the earliest
settlement, which was called Ddn Bhun na Gaillimhe, or the
fort at the bottom of the Gaillimh. The word Gaillimh means

"stony" as in "stony river".
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The Galway International Oyster Festival is a food festival held annually in Galway
during September, the first month of the oyster season. Inaugurated in 1954, it was
begun by Great Southern Hotel manager, Brian Collins, and in 2000 was described by the
Sunday Times as "one of the 12 greatest shows on earth" and was listed in the 1987 AA
Travel Guide one of Europe's Seven Best Festivals.

ay Races is a weeklong Irish horse-racing festival that
e last Monday of July every year. The races are held at
Ballybrit race course in Galway, Ireland and are the only seven-
day race meeting in Ireland (or the United Kingdom). The busiest
days of the festival are Wednesday, when the Galway Plate is
held, and Thursday, when the Galway Hurdle and Ladies' Day take
place.
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Tourism Office of Galway

Rue Forster
Galway
Tél. 353 91 537 700
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