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BORDEAUX

Bordeaux is a port city on the Garonne River in
southwest France. It is the capital of the Aquitaine
region, as well as the prefecture of the Gironde
department. Its inhabitants are called Bordelais. The
city is among the world's major wine industry centres.
Bordeaux wine has been produced in the region since
the 8th century. The historic part of the city is on the
UNESCO World Heritage List as "an outstanding urban
and architectural ensemble" of the 18th century.
Bordeaux is a flat city, built on the banks of the
Garonne River. Because it is a flat city, bicycles make
excellent modes of transport, especially as the city has
more than 580 km of cycle tracks. It is also the largest
French city in area and geographically one of the largest
in Europe. The Garonne merges a dozen kilometers
below the city with another river, the Dordogne River to
form the Gironde Estuary, which is biggest estuary in

France.
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1x Cathedral (Cathédrale Saint-André de Bordeaux)
olic cathedral, seat of the Archbishop of Bordeaux-Bazas.
edral was consecrated by Pope Urban II in 1096. Of the
Romanesque edifice only a wall in the nave remains. The
ite is from the early 13th century, while the rest of the
Lion is mostly from the 14th-15th centuries. The building
pnal monument of France. In this church in 1137 the 15
Eleanor of Aquitaine married the future Louis VII a few

héatre de Bordeaux was inaugurated on 17 April 1780.
this theatre that the ballet La Fille Mal Gardée premiered
and where a young Marius Petipa staged some of his first

The Theatre was designed by the architect Victor Louis
(1731-1800), who was selected for the task by winning the

srand Prix de Rome. The Grand Théatre de Bordeaux was
d as a temple of the Arts and Light, with a neo-classical
ndowed with a portico of 12 Corinthian style colossal
blature on which stand 12 statues that represent the nine
o, Venus, and Minerva).

Tour Pey-Berland, named for architect Pey Berland, is located at the Place Pey-

Berland next to Cathédrale Sa
initiative of the archbishop of the
from the rest of the Cathedral.

nt-André. Its construction was from 1440 to 1500 at the
> same name. Crowned a steeple, it has remained isolated
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Tourism Office of Bordeaux

12, Cours du XXX Juillet
33000 BORDEAUX
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urch of the Holy Cross") is annexed to a Benedictine
ury, and was built in the late 11th-early 12th centuries.
le. The church has a nave and four aisles, a transept with
onal apse. The nave is 39 m long, while the apse is 15.30
rom the 18th century. The church was restored by Paul
former Benedictine abbey is now home to the Ecole des

rdeaux (0.5 hectares) is a municipal botanical garden
open daily without charge. This historic garden has been
ardin botanique de la Bastide, located across the river.
xtend back to 1629 AD, with the creation of Bordeaux's
otanical garden dates to 1858. It currently contains more
those indigenous to Aquitaine and exotic plants from
1. It is organized as a systematic collection. The garden's
xa, and its herbarium contains about 85,000 specimens.

g for a nice walk on the shores of the Garonne, enjoying
wing a stunning landscape over the bridges of Bordeaux.
numents meet student life and bars.

f you plan on shopping, or are looking for cultural

lot to offer - and it starts right here.

ch districts of Bordeaux start north - this part of the town

ure to check out the fountain monument to the Girondins,
rgeois National Assembly deputies during the French

rative center of Bordeaux, with one of the biggest libraries
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