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BIRMINGHAM

Birmingham is a city and metropolitan borough in the
West Midlands county of England. Birmingham was at
the heart of the UK's industrial revolution, and its
wealth was built upon the multitude of trades that were
spawned. This led to a massive canal network, with
more miles of canals than Venice (though they're very
different types of canal).

Much of the city centre was destroyed during the
Second World War, and the replacement buildings
added little to the city. However, since the 1990s,
Birmingham has been undergoing a radical change and
many of the post war buildings have been replaced. The
majority of the city centre is now pedestrianized, and
the canals cleaned up to make for attractive walkways.
Locals credit the City Council for the recent
transformation, as the city retains its industrial heritage
while now appearing modern and forward looking.
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n Gallery is an English gallery of contemporary art,
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Henry Chamberlain in 1877. Ikon was set-up to

encourage the public to engage in contemporary art. As a result of
this, the gallery runs an off-site 'Education and Interpretation’
scheme that educates audiences, promotes artists and their art.

The gallery is open every day of the week except Mondays, though
it opens on bank holiday Mondays. Featured artworks include all forms of media including
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which is partly funded by Birmingham City Council and Arts Council of England.
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17 & 19 Newhall Street is a red brick and terracotta Grade I
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the main entrance includes those names. It was also
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The current shopping centre is the busiest in the United
venth largest. It houses one of only four Selfridges
gest Debenhams outside of London. Consequently, the
attracting custom from all over the world, including New
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rmingham. Its one-million-litre ocean tank houses giant
sharks and tropical reef fish, with a fully transparent
was designed by Sir Norman Foster. It is alongside the
Main Line Canal by Old Turn Junction and opposite the
took place in the spring of 1996. In the Victorian era,
canal basins in Oozells Street Wharf.

ham Canal Navigations (BCN) is a network of navigable
connecting  Birmingham, Wolverhampton, and the
part of the Black Country. The BCN is connected to the
the English canal system at several junctions. At its
peak, the BCN contained about 160 miles (257 km) of
oday just over 100 miles (160 km) are navigable, and the
of traffic is from tourist and residential narrowboats.
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